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Tuurspay, Yuly the 22d, 1756. 





‘To Mr.’ Fitz-Apvam. 
ao$repis TBE POEL E “e 
3 *) AM the fame.clergyman who 

me troubled you with an account of his 
CYA) misfortunes in your paper Numb. 
iw XXX, and am indebted to your 
@. kind publication of that letter for 

\ the eafe and happinefs, which, with 

only one fingle interruption, I have 
enjoyed ever fince. My uncommon, 

and I hope I may fay, unmerited diftrefies, recommend. 
ed me to the notice of a noble lord, who called to fee 
me at my lodgings, brought me home to his lordthip’s 
own houfe, and honoured me fo far as to make me his 
domeftic chaplain. His lordthip’s regard for me was fo 
truly fincere, that he married me foon after to my lady’s 
woman, a young petfon, of admirable beauty and virtue, 
and a great favourite of my lord, becaufe, as his lordthip 
ufed often to tell me, the was.a clergyman’s. daughter, 
and, for what reafon he knew not,. extremely hated by. 
his lady, But my good fortune: did not.end here : his. 
lordthip, whofe nature it is never to be tired with doing 
good, was fo very obliging as to take us a little houfe, 


ready 
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ready furnithed, in a retired and pleafant part af the town, 
paying the rent of it himéelf, ant wikis coniderable 
ts from time to time : he was alfo fo very cende- 
sg as to fpend two or three evenings in a week with 
us, frequently to take my wife with him in the cha- 
riot for an afternoon’s airing, as fhe had the misfortune, 
foon after our marriage, of lebouring under.an ill fate 
of health, which, as we all feared, would terminate ia 
a : ponies 
His lordfhip was ftill kinder to me in other affairs, in- 
fomuch that in lefs than two months after our marriage, 
hefent me into.the weft, with thirty guineas in my 
ket, to fupply the place of a worthy clefgyman, whom 
my lord had fent for to town upon particular bufinefs ; 
and becaufe the ill health of my wife required a little 
country air, his lordfhip propofed taking lodgings for 
her at Knightforidge during my abfence, where fhe was 
daily to be attended by his own phyfician. 

Ar the end of fix weeks his lordthip was pleafed to re- 
call me to town, where I had the inexpreffible fatisfacti- 
on of finding my wife returned to her houfe; perfectly 
cured of her diforder, with only a little palenefs remain- 
ing from the violent remedies prefcribed to her by her 
phyfician. I had/the additional happinefs of finding his 
lordthip with my wife, waiting. my return, and to be ho- 
noured with his thanks for the faithful difcharge of my 
truft, together with a promife of the very firft living that 
fhould fall within his gift. : 

I mentton thefe things, Sir, to the honour of.my 
noble benefactor, who ever fince my, matriage, which is 
now three years ago, ‘has been lavifhing his favours up- 
on me; who has been fo very condefcending as to ftand 
godfather in perfon to my. two children, and to take e- 
very opportunity of making me happy by his vifits. But 
¥ am not entering into a particular detail of the pleafures 
Fenjoy: I have another niotive for troubling you with 
this letter. 

Hrs lordthip, the beginning of this month, was pleafed, 
among the many inftances of his goodnefs, to proeure 
for me a chaplainfhip in one of the regiments now in 
‘Scotland ; and a3 my attendance was immediately necef- 
fary, and my wife too far gone with child to think of 
going with me; as foon as I had prepared every 
thing for my journey, I fent an advertifement to the 
Daily Advertifer in the following words. 


* WanTEeD 
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.-  WantTep an agreeable companion in a poft-chaife 
“to Edinburgh. Enquire for the reverend W. B. at 
«the green-park coffee-houfe, Piccadilly. Note; the 
* utmoft expedition will be neceflary. ” . 
-» "Tue next morning, as I was reading a newspaper in 
the coffee-room, I heard a young gentleman, of a very 
modeft and decent appearance, enquiring at the bar for 
the reverend Mr. W. B.. I told him that [ was the per- 
fon, and calling for a couple of difhes of coffee, we: fat 
down together, and entered upon the fubje& of the ad- 
vertifement. He affured me, that if his friends did-not 
flatter him, he was a very agreeable companion ; that he 
had bufinefs of confequence to tranfa& at Edinburgh ; 
that he was particularly pleafed to find by the advertife+ 
ment that I was a clergyman,. having a great veneration 
for gentlemen of that funétion ; that he had entertained 
thoughts of becoming one himfelf, was a near relation 
of the bifhop of * * *, and though young as he appear- 
ed, he was never fo happy as when engaged in fetious 
converfation with a worthy divine. He was pleafed to 
add that he faw fomething in my appearance which en- 
titled: me to that character, and that he did not doabt of 
being greatly edified during fo long a journey. Many 
civilities paffed on my fide in return ; and in the end it 
was agreed that we fhould fet out that very evening at fix 
o'clock. “He was punctual to his appointment, with 4 
fervant on horfeback, leading a handfome gelding for his 
matter, who with two young gentlemen, his friends, 
‘were waiting for me at the inn. I could not help ob= 
ferving, while the chaife was getting ready, that thefe 
young gentlemen were taking a good deal of pains to 
ftifle a laugh, which on our ftepping into the carriage, 
they were no longer able to contain: but I miade no res 
marks upon their behaviour, and we fat out upof our 
We reached Ware that night, without any thing hap- 
pening worthy of remark, except that we were ftopt up-~ 
on the road by two young gentlemen on horfeback, and 
interrupted in 4 very ferious converfation, by theitfaluting: 
my companion with “ Z——~ds, Jack! what playing 
‘* the faint, and travelling to Heaven with'a ‘parfon |” 
My fellow-traveller gave then a look of contempt, and 
y after affuring them that he had'not the honour of know- 
ing them, and pulling: up the glafs, ordered the poft#li- 
on to drive on, 
Our 
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-; Ourcevening-at Ware was {pent in remarks on’the — 
diffolurencfs of: the-times, and the iidecent liberties that 
wild and’ profligate young fellows were every where'tak- 
ing with the clergy. After much ‘erious difcourfe, and 
moderate refrefhment, we retired to reft: . I flept longer 
than ufual in the morning, and no. fooner was I awake, 
than I difcovered with equal confufion and: {urprize that 
Iwas in bed with awoman, who, .as I attempted to get 
up, threw her arms about my neck, and compelled me 
talie down. The ftruggle and the noife I made upon 
this occafion, together with the fereams of the woman, 
who {till held me faft, alarmed the whole inn, and drew 
a croud of {pectators into the room, headed by my com- 
panion, and. followed by a fuldier, who called himfelf 
the hufband of the woman, :fwearing that he would 
have my heart’s blood for corrupting the chaftity of his 
wife. pleaded my innocence to an unbelieving au- 
dience, while the woman accufed me of having forced 
her againft her will ; pretending that it was her misfor- 
tune over-night to be alittle in liquor, and that fhe had 
miftaken the room I lay in for her own. _ 

To dwell. no longer than is needful upon this difgrace- 
ful affair, I was in the end compelled to give a guinea to 
the foldier, and afterwards to fubmit :with patience to 
the infults ofa mob, who furrounded the inn at our en- 
terance into the poft-chaife, and followed it with hoot- 
ings to the very extremity of the town.” R 
. From-the paflive behaviour of my companion. at the 
inn, and thedemure looks that he now put on, I began 
to harbour a fufpicion of -him not greatly to his advan- 
tage ; and while I was deliberating in what manner to 
addrefs him, an accident happened, which at once 
threw. him off his. guard, and difcovered tome, that 
inftead of an agreeable companion, T'was travelling with 
a fiend. This accident was the fudden and _ violent 
averturning of the poft-chaife; upon’ which cccafion, 
though neither of us was hurt, he difcharged *fuchi-a 
volley of curfes on the pottilion, as made me tremble to 
hear him... J endeavoured:to pacify him by the gentleft 
admonitions,, which inftead of calming his anger; ‘turned: 
it all upon -myfelf; and ‘amidft a thoufand. oaths and 
imprecations, he vowed revenge upon my head, telling 
me that he hated a parfon‘as he hatedrold Nic ; that he 
had bribed the foldier’s whore to goto bed to me at’the 

inn, 
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inn, andthat he came out upon no ‘other bufinefs thari 
to play the devil with me all the. way. I ftood ‘aghaft 
at what I heard, and refufed getting into the chaife again ; 
upon which a ftruggle erfued, and blows pafled -be- 
tween us; till by the affiftance of his fervant, and the 
knavery of the poftilion, whom he gained over to ‘his 
fide with a whole handful of filver, I was’ thruft into 
the chaife, and compelled to go on. 

WeE had {carcely travelled a mile ‘before we overtook 
a- couple of Gypfies upon the road; one an old-woman, 
and the other a girl. They were all over rags and filth, 
and fo intoxicated with liquor, that they reeled at every 
ftep. My.companion called to the poftilion to ftop, 
and after queftioning thefe wretches about the way they 
were going, got out of the chaife, and told me that he 
could not in charity fit Jolling at ‘his ‘eafe, while two of 
the tender fex were walking barefootvon the road; and 
that if [ had no weighty objeCtions, he would make the 
old lady-an offer of his feat, and Mifs, as he was pleafed 
to call her, might with great conveniency fit upon my 
knee. It was in vain for mé to expoftulate or to attempt 
_Jeaping out-after him: his fervant held me fatt»by the 

arm, while the mafter with great gravity and ceremony 
handed the creatures into the chaife, and then mounting 
his horfe, rode clofe by it’s fide, talking obfcenity to the 
wretches, and inftructing them’to behave tome in a 
manner not to be endured nor defcribed 

In this manner we pafled through the villages, and 
entered Royfton ;’ the poftilion being ordered to: walk his 
horfes gently to the inn, ‘that we might be followed by 
a mob, whom my companion ealled to.at every turning | 
to Smokie the parfon and his doxies. 

Isterr from the chaife amidft-the hallowing of the 
rabble, and ran into a room, the door of which I locked. 
Here I determined to remain, ‘or to fly to the magiftrate 
for protection, had not my ‘tormentor made his appear- 
ance at the window, telling me that as the joke was now 
at an-end, and as he believed I had had enough of an 
agreeable. companion, he had altered his ion Ki of 
vifiting Scotland, and fhould return to town that morn- 
ing. Tthenked him for the favour, bui kept clofe ‘to 
my room, till I faw him with his fervant ride out of the 
inn, and take the road to London. I then ordered fome 
refrefhment to be brougt it me, and a poft-chaife to be 
iin readinefs; but how great was my aftonifhment, 

wheg 
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when feeling for my purfe, which contained forty gui- 

-neas at my fetting out, 1 found-that my pockets had been 
rifled, and that I had not fo much as a brafs farthin g left 
me. 

Ass it was. no doubt with me that the Gypfies had rob- 
bed me, I-made immediate enquiry after them, but 
learnt that they had difappeared on our arrival at the inn ; 
and though the moft diligent fearch was made {or them, ° 
they were no where to be found. 

Ir was now impoflible for me to proceed: I there- 
fore determined to remain where I was, till I could re- 
ceive a freth {upply from my wife, to whom | difpatched 
a meffenger - with a letter, fetting forth at large all the 
cruelties I had met with. 

Wuen the meflenger was gone, it occurred to me, 
that however ill my companion had ufed me, he could 
not be bafe enough to concert this robbery with the 
Gypfies, and therefore might be inclined to make up my 
lofs, upon knowing that 1 had fuftained it. For this 
reafon I determined once more to tranfmit my com- 
plaints to the Worxp; that if the young gentleman has 
any one’principle of honour remaining, he may fend to 
Mr. Dodfley’s the fum I have been defrauded of. My 
demand upon him is for {even and-thirty guineas, which 
unlefs he pays within fix days after the publication of 
this letter, I will forthwith print his name in the news- 
papers, and proclaim to the public the injuries he has 
done me. 

I Have another reafon for giving you this trouble, 
which is, to caution all gentlemen for the future againft 
advertifing in the papers for an AGREEABLE COoMPA- 
NION in a poft-chaife ; as it confoles me not a little, that 
Iam enabled to make other people wife, even by my- 
own misfortunes. : 

' Iam, 
i SR; 
George inn Your obliged 


* cee 6 and moft faithful fervant, 
. W.B. 
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